Oxford and its Story

The tower, restored by Mr T. G. Jackson, is the
only remaining fragment of the old church. A modern
structure was wisely removed in 1896 to broaden the

thoroughfare. Two quaint figures, which in bygone
days struck the quarters on the old church, have been
restored to a conspicuous position on the tower.
Shakespeare,1 who on his way to Stratford used to
stop at the Crown Inn, a house then situated near the
Cross in the Cornmarket, is said to have stood sponsor
in the old church to Sir William Davenant in 1606.
John Davenant, father of the poet and landlord of the
Inn, was Mayor of Oxford* His wife was a very
beautiful woman. Scandal reported that Shakespeare
was more than godfather to Sir William. But if the
tower be all that remains of the original structure,
" S. Martin's at Carfax " still commands the High
Street, and, serene amidst the din of cars, of marketers
and jostling undergraduates, recalls the days when
the town was yet in the infancy of its eventful life.

1 See Appendix III., p, 434.
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